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Wiretapping Common DuringWar 

By Drew Pearson idroppmg. is iifirrifi about TV camera will soon be avail- Sin order to alert police if -fee. 

. ,c a rr e n t_ Internal Revenue t 2 hle bv which detectives orlop erators try to crash out. 

The revelation that JIrs .Wiretapping, .he should review t,. ., . . 

BoosereKis phone was tapped; what happened during flwp* enforcement. oncers, or-TSusis not illegal 
dining the war by Army Intel-’ tear. - > puspicimm 'husbands; can peer! Tax agents also explain that 

ligence -will not surprise those J jjj e OSS, predecessor of the^ nt0 Private zooms. fit was not illegal to use Iwo- 

tamiliar with lapped wires at the. drop > In recent years, also, fbareis tway . mirrors in about twenty. 

' ‘o£ i telephone. Army and -been quite a rashtof electronic {Revenue. -offices. Rartheimare;, 


! the eavesdrop- 
| ping _ activities 
j of the - Army, 
'Savy'and 
) every -Other ui- 

f 1 e lligence 
I agency -at that 
'time'- — except 
{the FBI. 

; -The -inside 
irea-son why 
{Sirs.. -B oos e- - 



Pearson 


|K avy Intelligence Couldn’t.; €Evesdropping bv 
jsleep at night unless they had' 

{half a hundred -rooms wired 
'-tor sound. Donald Nelson, 
i^ead of the War Production 
Board, once got a recording of 
a|n»liiaiyse£Sion at.whleh.the 
brass "'hats planned -to take 
of cr U.S. industrial , produc- 
tihn. Don. .used : the recording 
{to show President Roosevelt 


mvhhrbuSftj 
ness firms. This column once 
revealed the charge by Hazel! 
Bishop that her chief competi-; 
ter , >: Hevton,;:fhad- -"wiretapped! 
conversations regarding the; 
TV show. "364.000 Question,” 
wbieb prompted Revlon to 
{snatch the show away from 


there was good Teason for It 
-namely, to protect witnesses 
asked lo Identify dangerous 
cnmrnais. 

Attorney General Katzen- 
bach recently testified that 
the Justice Department had 
“lost 7 ' " 2 b informants on under- : 
world "leaders, later found 
drowned wearing cemeirt 
boots. So the two-way mirrors 
were used "to spot unsnspect- : 
ing gangsters. " 1 ' 

Out of 900. In temal Revenue : 
offices, 26 were hugged, tax 
agents explairpand these were, 
in’." intelligence'^ areas . where 
people were suspected ‘of 
fraud. ~ ; 

Bugging rooms and using : 
two-way mirrors is not illegal 


[teming contacts with liberal RDR put them iniheir? In lne Senate investigation 
jfnends and labor leaders. By fp^ ace . ' - sever Internal Revenue wire- 

«np stretch of the iwaginahonf * Eren g^j old Harold Ickesp^P^S' Commissioner Shel- 
•could they be considered ci-, once the room of hisidon Cohen deserves credit for 

Hier Nazis or Communists {-associate OT1 xjjo Pabhc "Works tissuing a strong circular m- 
jBut -m the opinion of those {B oar d, Chip Robert, when Istruction to all personnel June 
jOp e.’xztin'g the ji3l£iU^eneec£kjp itfaryin 3tf<3ntyre!39 that there "was to be po 
agencies, ■ they were- suspect* were entertaining ladies an an|fffegal wiretapping even on 
.anyway - ' {Atlanta Jfcael, ' fnnderworld suspects. ' They, 

| During World War II, Navplf j. Edgar Hoover’s FBI did {too, have, their constitutional 

•Intelligence' : on-ee stationed 'very httJe wixetenpjngi&ihbseTrights - -*j - t<k , _ - ,, . _ 

Jtwo cars of agents outside my .days; only whenauttotizedby ( Tfidugh Commissioner Co-;L on ,f h ^4slirauoT J afl Ivh 
house. 1 have forgotten W&y.I a Federal court "or the Attor-jhen admitted" to Sen. 

When Congressman James, ney Ceneral. Bui every other ftbat his agents had engaged j. -y.,.. Tteo Caritnv 
yicGranery of Philadelphia.pntelligency agency had a field "in some illegal use of elee-{ m \ Tri , betwwes "fha -nwrJo 
Jater Attorney General, heardjday. Stronie devices, -it should also^S 

about it from one of my neigh-' , fbe noted that -some of these! r-m^-RWi v£ 

hors.. he phoned Secretary of ; Electronic Refinements can be used quite 

the Navy Frank Knox. Neither! -Today wiretapping has be J gall v - " _ {modern technology m fighting 

e-w,.. T ,. n . w ih ■ - luua -'" Wiretapping nas De v . , cr ime. The Congressman 

|huox nor I knew abou. the iCOme mucB easier, aueto elec-I For instance, when tax: teia t W2nt them to ermaee 

Pr °^ ? « 6 »«* nts - irs mow {agents raid agamblmg casino m rltegal vviretappmgbut does 

b had the agents remim-ed, Jpossible: to-lislen m' on-tele-; to- collect Cncie Sam’s share American police 
j If Sen. Ed long (D Ho.i.phone conversations- without j of the take miniature trans-bj^^^ " calI ®ht up with the 
[chairman of the Senate com- putting .an actual tap‘-on the|jmitters are planted in front: tec j lni q Ues “Agent 007” 
imitlee investigating eaves- wire. And iCs reported that stand in the rear of the casmo .<5 mssfneii-MccSvrt srnnicEtt t ine. ‘ 


